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progressed further with a mom rewarding
football players with opioids after game wins
during his junior and senior year. Ulti-
mately, he was offered and accepted the invi-
tation to try heroin.

Until Luke found himself fully addicted
and came to us for help, the indications were
almost silent. He had the normal ups and
downs of a teen and at times indulged in al-
cohol and smoked pot. While we had many
discussions about making good choices and
the implications of drug and alcohol abuse,
we were not aware of the opioid use and the
changes to his brain. We are confident Luke
was not aware of the permanency of his ac-
tions and what he would ultimately have to
battle.

Initially, we were dumbfounded, angry and
hurt. Our understanding was limited to the
stereo-type junkie from the 70’s and the
‘“‘just say no’’ Dare program information we
received during the elementary school as-
semblies. We had no clue about how the drug
had changed his brain and the very real dif-
ficulty he was in. We were quickly enlight-
ened by our daughter Alex, who had recently
studied this in college.

We mobilized to support Luke by placing
him into a local facility. Our insurance
would not cover inpatient treatment (we
were told only after a relapse) and we sold
our car and scraped up the 20k it cost for his
initial recovery. After a 24 day stay, Luke
came home but soon returned to using—de-
spite meetings and drug tests the triggers
‘“‘people places and things’’, we learned, were
very real.

We found a place in Florida for Luke and
assumed that being away from the triggers
was best for Luke. He lasted 3 or 4 months
and returned home only to use again. After
several months, Luke found another place
and was in recovery and clean for 9 months.
After the facility in Florida changed owner-
ship (and the new staff now cared more for
insurance money than keeping their charges
clean), Luke was forced to find another place
to live. This was a move he was not ready to
make. He died a few days later, before he had
fully unpacked the few belongings he had.

After Luke’s death, we established the
Luke’s HEROin ME foundation. The goal of
the foundation is to help with the awareness,
education and to destigmatize opioid addic-
tion; ultimately, so others can save their
Luke. While we have much more to do, we
have made progress in our local high school,
have shared Luke’s story on radio, in the
press and have begun to organize events to
meet our goals. We will push to have a na-
tional standard that can be applied uni-
formly across the country. We need to have
more standards for rehab facilities, many of
which have become corrupt machines that
fuel relapse and overdose deaths.

With opioid overdose (and the more recent
introduction of fentanyl and carfentanil into
commonly used drugs) as the leading cause
of death among our young people, we have
little choice.

We would love to support you in any way
in your endeavor to end the opioid crisis. We
are in this for the long haul, and want to
help save as many lives as we can.

JOHN AND MAUREEN JOHNSON.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
with opioid overdose as the leading
cause of death among our young peo-
ple, we have little choice but to act.

When I met Luke’s father, he gave
me this picture of Luke, and he asked
that we remember Luke as we work to
end this epidemic.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
this call to action.
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IN DEFENSE OF AN HONORABLE
WOMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is always an honor to stand in the
well of the House, and I am honored to
do so today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to defend
the Honorable FREDERICA WILSON. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to defend her not be-
cause of her color. She is a person of
African ancestry, but, Mr. Speaker, I
don’t rise to defend her color. I believe
that it is not the color of skin but rath-
er the character within that deter-
mines the worth of men and women, so
I rise to defend her worth. I rise to de-
fend who she is. I rise to defend her in-
tegrity, her honor, and her dignity. I
rise to defend an honorable woman.

Mr. Speaker, I do so because, in this
country, we have allowed public dis-
course to be degraded to the extent
that the President of the United States
of America would call a Member of
Congress, an honorable woman, wacky.
Mr. Speaker, this is not a wacky per-
son. This is a person of honor and in-
tegrity and of intellect.

Mr. Speaker, she is a former prin-
cipal. She didn’t just show up in the
Congress one day. She was a State rep-
resentative and a State senator before
coming to Congress.

I rise to defend her. I rise to defend
her because, Mr. Speaker, it has been
said that she is an empty barrel. Mr.
Speaker, it is hard to believe that one
who has served the country as well and
as capable and as able that the maker
of that statement would do so. But it
says something about the influence
that this President is having on people
of honor and integrity. It says some-
thing about the influence that he is
having on society. This is not an empty
barrel. She is a person of intellect.

It has been said that she is all hat
and no cattle. That is an insult. That is
an insult because somehow someone is
trying to send a signal that others will
receive as a person who is an airhead.
She is not an airhead. She is not a per-
son who is all hat and no cattle. She
has sponsored meaningful legislation.
She has been in a fight to free many
young women who have been taken
captive. She is tenacious. She doesn’t
give out, she doesn’t give up, she
doesn’t give in. She is a fighter, and I
stand and I rise to defend her.

I do this, Mr. Speaker, because I be-
lieve that Carlyle is right: ‘“No lie can
live forever.”” She has been lied on, Mr.
Speaker.

I do so because I believe that William
Cullen Bryant is right: “Truth, crushed
to BEarth, shall rise again.”” There are
people who have tried to bury the truth
about this good woman in an earthly
grave of lies.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to defend her be-
cause I believe that if we allow one per-
son to go undefended in a circumstance
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like this, every person is at risk of
being treated in a similar fashion. We
are in some very difficult times, and
many of us don’t realize it. We have a
person who is at the top who is setting
a tone and tenor for the country who is
demeaning the dignity and respect that
his office commands.

Mr. Speaker, this has to stop. There
are those who say wait until the next
election. I am not one of them. I be-
lieve that the remedy for this kind of
behavior and the impact that it is hav-
ing on society is impeachment.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in
recess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Rabbi David-Seth Kirshner, Temple
Emanu-El, Closter, New Jersey, offered
the following prayer:

As we embark on this sacred day of
work to better the lives of all Ameri-
cans, we ask that You, God, help instill
these leaders of the 115th Congress
with patience, wisdom, empathy, and
respect to achieve and exceed our goals
for today and for tomorrow. Help us
demonstrate our gratitude for our serv-
ice people and first responders who
work as our partners in fulfilling our
shared mission.

God, we ask You today to dissemi-
nate Your sunlight and shower down
Your rain, which will help us cultivate
the seeds of securing our freedoms,
celebrating our democracy, and cham-
pioning tolerance for now and forever.

May it be Your will that the genera-
tions to come that will live within and
lead this great Nation can enjoy the
blooming flowers and sweet fruits of
our labors on this sacred day.

God, we ask You to bless this Con-
gress and these United States of Amer-
ica.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
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